Superior vena cava syndrome due to thrombotic occlusion in a thrombophilic renal transplant recipient: a case report.
The case of a superior vena cava syndrome due to a central venous catheter thrombosis occurring in a second renal transplant patient is described. Imaging revealed thrombosis of the right internal jugular vein with extension along the confluence of the brachiocephalic veins and partial obstruction of the superior vena cava. Anticoagulant therapy with subcutaneous low-molecular-weight heparin was followed by warfarin administration. Despite adequate treatment, the symptomatology worsened because of thrombus organization. A workup revealed a complex prothrombotic underlying condition. Cardiothoracic surgeons were consulted, and an operative reconstruction of the superior vena cava using spiral vein bypass grafting was performed. In this report we describe the clinical presentation, diagnosis, and treatment of this case, with an emphasis on the role of thrombophilia.